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BIOGRAPHIES

NIK NOWAK

Nowak (b.1981, Mainz) is a German artist, musician and curator. In his artistic work, he
explores the use of sound as a source of identity and a socially formative element, as well as
sound systems as cultural transmitters and acoustic weapons. Nowak is best known for his
series of large-format, mobile sound system sculptures and sound installations. His works
include Panzer (2011), Echo (2014), The Mantis (2019), Schizo Sonics (2021), and The
Sound of the Multitude (2023). In his projects, he understands sound as an ambivalent,
affective instrument of power in which cultural coding, political control and neuroaffective
modulation are condensed along a principle of attraction and repulsion.

3. 

Photo © Julien Cott
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OPEN GROUP

Open Group was founded in 2012 in Lviv (Ukraine). It currently consists of three members:
Yuriy Biley (b.1988, Uzhhorod, Ukraine), Pavlo Kovach (b.1987, Uzhhorod, Ukraine), and
Anton Varga (b.1989, Uzhhorod, Ukraine).
Placing the notion of ‘collective work’ at the core of their practice, the group has operated
through collaborative projects involving people from diverse fields over specific periods of
time. Their works are often structured as ‘open situations’ – experimental explorations of the
interaction between people and particular spaces. Open Group’s practice engages deeply
with the socio-political realities of the present, transforming the intersection of personal
experience with pressing global issues into a variety of visual forms. In 2019, Open Group
was the curator of the Ukrainian Pavilion at the 58th Venice Biennale. In 2024, they
represented Poland at the 60th Venice Biennale.

Photo © Jacopo Salvi 
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NIKA SCHMITT

Nika Schmitt (b. 1992, Luxembourg) constructs electromechanical installations and kinetic
sculptures. With a background in Fine Arts (Maastricht) and ArtScience (The Hague), her
work translates physical processes into mechanical performances that evolve, loop – and
sometimes self-disrupt – articulating tensions between precision and collapse. Residencies
in Dakar (Sonic Explorers), New York (ISCP), Montevideo, and Rostock (Territorio
Específico) have shaped a practice attuned to environment, energy, and systemic behaviour.
Her work has been presented at IKOB (Eupen), Philharmonie Luxembourg, Künstlerhaus
Bethanien (Berlin), and Field Projects (New York).
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TINTIN PATRONE

Christina Koehler (b.1983, Marburg), who works under the name Tintin Patrone, is a
German-Filipino sound and performance artist. She is intensively engaged in exploring the
connections between music, art, sound, and experimental forms of expression. Her creative
work revolves around sound as a cultural system and the way in which it is used to establish
personal and social connections. By incorporating robots and artificial intelligence into her
artistic practice, Tintin Patrone questions established notions of human subjectivity and
physical presence. Through the integration of these technological elements, she seeks to
move beyond outdated concepts of ‘human nature’ and develop new perspectives that are
constantly evolving in parallel with current advances in science and technology.

Photo © Jenny Schäfer
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AURA SATZ

Aura Satz (b. 1974, Barcelona) is a London-based artist who works with film, sound,
performance, and sculpture. Her works evolve using dialogue as both method and subject
matter. Satz has made a body of work centred on various sound technologies in order to
explore notation systems, codes and encryptions, and ways in which these might resist
standardisation, generating new soundscapes, and in turn new forms of listening and paying
attention to others. She recently completed Preemptive Listening, a feature-length film on
sirens and emergency listening. The world premiere was at MoMA’s Doc Fortnight in 2024,
the UK premiere at Tate Modern, and the European premiere at CPH Dox in Copenhagen,
where it won the NEW:VISION award.

Photo © Luke Moody
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BROGNON ROLLIN

David Brognon (b. 1978, Messancy) and Stéphanie Rollin (b. 1980, Luxembourg) live and
work in Paris and Luxembourg. The two artists began collaborating in 2006 and have since
developed a unique body of work, in which humans are the primary material and encounters
are the driving force. Based on real and often complex situations, they give substance to the
experience of time, duration or waiting, in direct contact with the materiality of a territory and
its limits – particularly in the context of situations of confinement. Focusing on the margins
rather than the centre, the artists are interested in the blurred interstices where society
confines those it marginalises or renders invisible. Brognon Rollin are among the four
finalists for the 2026 Marcel Duchamp Prize.

Photo© Granduchy



23 Press kit

GABRIELA LÖFFEL

Gabriela Löffel (b. 1972, Oberburg, Switzerland) works mainly with time-based media and
focuses on the zones of political and finance (infra-)structures. Displacing and translating
from the documented immediate to the fields of interpretation and mise-en-scène are
strategies she uses in her work process: a method that often results in long-term projects
and enables her to create spaces for questions and to propose disruptions to linear
narratives. She is interested in the decentring of the subject and its context. In the gap
created by this approach to the themes, her work opens up reflections on how we
understand the world when we become aware of the fragmentation of our knowledge.
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4. PUBLICATION

état bruit. 

Seven Conversations | Sieben Gespräche

What does the present sound like? Who decides what we hear? These and other questions are 
explored in the seven conversations collected in this volume on the état bruit, the state of sound in 
contemporary art. It thus provides an inventory that uses the medium of the audible to make the 
invisible tangible. 

Max Dax talks with Nik Nowak, Open Group, Nika Schmitt, Tintin Patrone, Aura Satz, Brognon Rollin 
and Gabriela Löffel, who explore the relationship between noise and the world with their conceptual 
sound sculptures and spatial installations, thus making complex global connections accessible in a 
sensory way. 

The volume, published on the occasion of the exhibition état bruit at the Konschthal Esch, illustrates 
that the sometimes loud, sometimes quiet works of the participating artists are like seismographs: 
they record the vibrations of our time.

ISBN 978-3-7533-1015-2

Edited by Charles Wennig / Text by Max Dax

Published by Verlag der Buchhandlung Walther und Franz König, Cologne 2026

Format (width x height, cm): 19 x 25 / 136 pages  / English & Deutsch / Print run: 1.000

38 euros
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5. EXHIBITION FRAMEWORK PROGRAM

Every Thursday | 18:30 – 19:15
Regular guided tour

Every Sunday | 15:00 – 15:45
Regular guided tour
Around the exhibition état bruit | DE/LU – FR – EN
(depending on date) | Free, no registration

04.04 – 31.05.2026 | 11:00 – 17:00
Participatory installation and drop-in workshop Format 3
by FOO/SKOU (Louise Foo and Martha Skou)
For adults, teenagers, and accompanied children

08.04 & 09.04.2026 | 14:30 – 17:00
Workshop* Ecoacoustics & Sound-Art
with Sam Erpelding | Children and Youth (6–9 and 10–15 years)

25.04.2026 | 11:00 – 17:00 (with timeslots)
Family Workshop* Collective Echoes
with Hye Young Sin
For adults, teenagers, and accompanied children (+6)

26.04.2026 | 17:00 – 17:30
Family Listening Session / Performance trashes
by Hye Young Sin | Families

30.04.2026 | 18:30 – 19:30
Curator visit / Cross perspectives | LU

30.04.2026 | 19:30 – 21:00
Screening* The Ghost Army
by Rick Beyer and Elizabeth Sayles | Adults

16.05 & 17.05.2026 | 17:00 – 17:15
Performance Occurence
by Jérôme Grivel | All audiences

21.05.2026 | 18:00 – 24:00
Takeover Thursday
by Sam Erpelding | All audiences

31.05.2026 | 16:30 – 16:45
Family Listening Session / Performance Format 3
by FOO/SKOU (Louise Foo and Martha Skou) | Families

13.06 & 14.06.2026 | 10:00 – 12:00
Workshop* The Sound Lab
with Sacha Hanlet | Children and Youth (6–9 and 10–15 years)
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20.06 – 21.06.2026 | 10:00–13:00 & 14:00–17:00
Masterclass* The Art of Listening & Field Recording
with aifoon (Stijn Dickel) | EN | Adults and Teachers

25.06.2026 | 18:30 – 19:30
Curator visit | EN

25.06.2026 | 19:30 – 21:00
Screening* Preemptive Listening
Aura Satz, followed by discussion | Adults

27.06.2026 | 10:00–12:00 or 14:00–16:00
Workshop* Exterioor
with aifoon (Stijn Dickel) | EN | Adults / Families (10+)

28.06.2026 | 10:00–12:00 or 14:00–16:00
Immersive Soundwalk* A Chorus of Footsteps
with aifoon (Stijn Dickel) | EN | Adults / Families (10+)

28.06.2026 | 16:00 – 18:00
Listening Session / Conversation Sound Matters
EN | Adults

11.07.2026 | 11:00 – 17:00
Walk-in Family Workshop Kleiner Specht
by stabilebauten (Ralf Schreiber) | Families (8+)

24.08 – 28.08.2026 | 09:00 – 16:00
Workshop – Kids Summer Camp* LAwaBO – Noise Laboratory
with aifoon (Hannah Lyssens) | EN | Children (9–12 years)

17.09.2026 | 18:00 – 24:00
Takeover Thursday
by Tintin Patrone & Géisskan Kollektiv | Adults

20.09.2026 | 16:00 – 18:00

Listening Session / Conversation Sound Matters

EN | Adults

* Registration required.

Find the full programme at konschthal.lu
(Please note that dates are subject to change)
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Konschthal Esch 
29 bvd Prince Henri 
L-4280 Esch-sur-Alzette
info@konschthal.lu
konschthal.lu

Free entrance
WED11:00 - 18:00
THU 11:00 - 20:00
FRI/SAT/SUN 11:00 - 18:00
MON/TUE closed

All press kits can be downloaded at: 

konschthal.lu/presse 

Photos of the exhibition will be available upon request 
starting from 08.04 

PRESS CONTACT

Saskia RAUX
Communication manager
presse@konschthal.lu / +352 621 657 938


